
  

 

Indivisible Tucson Announcements 
May 10, 2026 

Quote of the Week: “The journalist who is being sued by Kash Patel and 
reportedly being investigated by the FBI is out with a new story. Is there a Pulitzer 
for being a fearless badass? If so, she should win it.” 
-- Ron Filipkowski of MeidasNews 
 
(And that journalist would be Sarah Fitzpatrick of the Atlantic:) 
 
The original story: 
The FBI Director Is MIA 
Kash Patel has alarmed colleagues with episodes of excessive drinking and 
unexplained absences. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/2026/04/kash-patel-fbi-director-drinking-
absences/686839/ 
 
The new story: 
Kash Patel’s Personalized Bourbon Stash 
The FBI director has been leaving an unusual calling card. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/2026/05/kash-patel-fbi-bourbon/687066/ 
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1. Meeting minutes from the May 4 meeting with Secretary of State 
Adrian Fontes and Pima County Recorder Gabriella Cázares-Kelly. 
 
Detailed minutes including the chat: 
ITAA-Minutes-Monthly-Meeting-2026-05-04.pdf 
 
A broad team effort across all of ITAA helped make this meeting a success: 
* State Team members came up with the original suggestion and made contact 
with the speakers 
* State Team members drafted the predetermined questions for the speakers 
* Members of the ITAA Steering Committee helped facilitate the actual zoom 
meeting 
* Audience members guided the discussion with their thoughtful questions 
 
I would note that SOS Fontes emphasized that if you're worried about federal 
agents at the polls, take advantage of Arizona's early voting system. Vote early! 
 
And I would also note that Recorder Cázares-Kelly emphasized that state law 
requires bipartisan volunteers for many roles, and in Pima County they have plenty 
of Democratic volunteers, and not enough Republican volunteers. This causes 

https://mcusercontent.com/d63d308f9a9b7a9df4bb02458/files/e25cedb7-e8f3-cb95-3db9-fd2545f5c8d5/ITAA_Minutes_Monthly_Meeting_2026_05_04.pdf


them problems and can slow things down. So if you or someone you know is a 
Republican and is willing to volunteer, please explore that option.  
 
Note that there are two departments: 
 
Pima County Elections Department 
https://www.pima.gov/394/Elections 
"Our mission is to ensure the accessibility, accuracy, and integrity of the electoral 
process by providing greater transparency to our constituents, candidates, and 
stakeholders while maintaining the safety and security of the election and our staff. 
Under the direction of the Board of Supervisors and County Administration, the 
Elections Department works closely with the Recorder's Office to administer and 
coordinate all elections in accordance with Arizona Revised Statutes." 
- volunteer to be a poll worker 
 
Pima County Recorder's Office - responsible for processing and counting ballots 
https://www.recorder.pima.gov/recorderhome 
"The Pima County Recorder is the trustee of the official Pima County Voter Roll. 
Our office promotes voter registration, processes voter registration forms, and 
facilitates Early Voting and Ballot by Mail voting during Elections. Our top priority is 
to ensure the security and integrity of voter records for the residents of Pima 
County. " 
- hiring now 
 
There is also a new Pima County "Elections Oversight Task Force" 
https://www.kvoa.com/news/decision2026/pima-county-revives-election-task-force-
ahead-of-2026-races/article_cb659a74-d9c0-4b0f-9f6a-1f6816040909.html 
 
Additional information on Election Protection 
‘When You Think of It, We Shouldn’t Even Have an Election’ 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/05/opinion/trump-midterm-elections-
2026.html?unlocked_article_code=1.hlA.vsNt.fQ0KolfWg-hI&smid=url-share 
 
Next Monthly All-Membership Zoom Meeting will be Monday June 1, 4:00 p.m. 
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2. Grant to ITAA's Signs for Solidarity Team 
 
David Nevins, leader of the Signs for Solidarity team and ITAA Co-Chair Amy 
Gosla applied for a Grow Grant from Indivisible National and the grant was 
approved! David's grant-writing skills really helped bring this home. David and his 
team meet in person every so often to make plans and take action to inform 
businesses about their employees' rights and to encourage them to post signs 
"Immigrants are Welcome" in their windows. They work in teams when visiting 
businesses and keep detailed notes of their visits. The grant is for $2000 and 
includes a software program that David can use to organize his team's work, the 
cost of printing postcards and handouts. ITAA has funded David's team in the past, 
so having the grant is excellent news.  
Interested in joining this effort?  
Contact David Nevins at dnevins@mac.com or 520-975-1215. 
 
 
3. Unseat Ciscomani Team weekly message 
 
The UnSeat Ciscomani Team was recognized this week in the article below that 
was distributed in the weekly newsletter from Indivisible Arizona to ALL the AZ 
Indivisible Group leaders. We are proud to be recognized, and we appreciate all 
your support that has helped make this possible. 
 
Arizona in action: meet the Unseat Ciscomani team 
================================================= 
     When Indivisible Tucson Action Alliance wanted to channel member energy 
toward the 2026 election, they didn't just form a committee — they built a machine. 
The Unseat Ciscomani Team is a 135-member operation running weekly meetings, 
district-wide coalition calls, multi-platform social media, lit drops, canvassing, and 
creative direct action like their Burma Shave-style MAGA Shave demonstrations. 
They've been at it for nearly two years, and their infrastructure is battle-ready. 
     What makes this team a model for other groups isn't just their size — it's their 



strategy. They started early, they know their targets (persuadables and 
independents, not just base voters), and they've made it easy to plug in at any 
level of capacity. Read the full profile to see how they do it — and how your group 
can apply the same playbook in your own district. 
 
Read the feature full story 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tcPED2Y6UcWlyCOqt9hAPqWbNaxdkkUmb
LKDZXBA64A/edit?emci=ea0ccac4-6f48-f111-8ef2-
000d3a14b640&emdi=a628e4e6-5349-f111-8ef2-
000d3a14b640&ceid=4877844&tab=t.0#heading=h.421xk3ujehug 
 
The Unseat Ciscomani Team also reports:  
 
Our allies at Honest Arizona are honoring us with a paid-for Happy Hour at 
Tucson Hop Shop, Friday, May 22 from 3-5 PM. Please sign up asap, space is 
limited. We would love to meet you in person! 
You can sign up using the QR code in the graphic below or the mobilize link…. 
Mobilize: https://www.mobilize.us/honestarizona/event/944026/ 
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Unseat Ciscomani Team - Full Weekly Message (pdf) 

https://mcusercontent.com/d63d308f9a9b7a9df4bb02458/files/82882987-f8d5-3705-351d-022404f78a2c/Ciscomani_Team_5_10_26_Message_to_ITAA.pdf


 
If you want to help, contact: 
Ken Minkoff at kminkov@aol.com.  
All you need is willingness to act. We will help you find the right actions to 
take! 
 
 
4. Local news and events 
 
Civic Action Plan by Phil Marshall: 
Phil Marshall developed and printed these two flyers that he handed out at No 
Kings 3: 
Civic Action Plan 2 sided April-11-2026.pdf 
Civic Action Plan 1 sided April-11-2026.pdf 
They are very useful so please download them and check them out! 
 
Thursdays La Bodega Food Pantry 
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Saturdays at Ciscomani's office (8 a.m.) 
From Carol Evans 
PARKING FOR SATURDAY CISCOMANI PROTESTS AT PIMA & SWAN: 
* Mildred & Dildred, the wonderful toy shop at the NW corner of Swan and Pima, 
has let us know that they support our protests and we are welcome to park in the 
lot behind their store, including in the dirt area at the back! Please take a minute to 
stop in their store, tell them thanks for their support, and peruse the cool stuff they 
have for sale! We are not allowed to park in the building lot for Congressman 
Ciscomani’s office, or in the parking lot of the building directly across the street. 
* Note this change: the building immediately to the south of Ciscomani’s office on 
the east side of Swan is now occupied. We still have not gotten any pushback for 
parking there. We do not know if the business taking over the building will be open 
on Saturdays, or whether they are sympathetic to our cause. 
* You can park on the neighborhood streets. Please do not park in front of 
driveways or mailboxes. 
 
If you have not already signed the "Protect Education Act" petition 
(accountability in the ESA voucher program), go to the website for Save Our 
Schools https://sosarizona.org/ to find out where you can go to sign the petition (To 
ensure you have the right petition, the PEA is sponsored by the AZ Education 
Association and SOS.)  
This year, Arizona’s ESA voucher program is on track to spend more than 
$1,000,000,000 in your taxpayer dollars — with no accountability or transparency. 
We can protect students and stop fraud by passing the Protect Education Act! 
 
For all local events, visit Take Action Tucson https://www.takeactiontucson.org/ 
 
GOOD REPORTING - CHECK IT OUT 
Tucson took action against ICE. Now the city is bracing for state 
Republicans to fight back 
‘You cannot compromise with crazy,’ the mayor says after taking steps to block the 
agency from targeting its residents  
9 May 

https://sosarizona.org/
https://www.takeactiontucson.org/


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/may/09/tucson-arizona-ice-state-
republicans 
 
Community-built map tracks ICE activity across Tucson - AZ Luminaria 
https://azluminaria.org/2026/05/08/community-built-map-tracks-ice-activity-across-
tucson/ 
Tucson migrant advocates have designed a new tool to help track immigration-
related enforcement in and around the city as arrests surge under President 
Donald Trump’s mass deportation initiative. Tucson Migra Map allows people to 
document and visualize enforcement activities by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement and other federal agencies. While revealing patterns, the tool also 
raises […] 
As federal immigration enforcement continues, a grassroots project is mapping 
raids, surveillance and stops, revealing patterns while raising questions about 
safety, transparency and the limits of public tracking tools.  
 
Tohono O'odham Nation: Border wall construction destroys sacred site  
https://www.kgun9.com/news/local-news/tohono-oodham-nation-border-wall-
construction-destroys-sacred-site 
 
New images show Arizona archaeological site scarred by border wall work 
Henry Brean  |  May 6, 2026 
https://tucson.com/news/local/border/article_20b0276a-2ed2-4f13-8e91-
93dd9fb669b5.html#tracking-source=mp-homepage 
A drone image taken Monday from the Mexican side of the border shows damage 
to an archaeological site at Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge, where border 
wall contractors recently bulldozed through the 1,000-year-old, fish-shaped 
geogyph at the center of the image. 
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/new-photos-videos-show-
border-wall-construction-damage-to-ancient-archeological-site-in-arizona-2026-05-
05/?_gl=1*z4xsxu*_gcl_au*MjE0NjEwMjc0OC4xNzc4NDU5NzMy 
 
Project Blue developers improperly used Tucson water, city has shut it off 
Construction on the data center began last month. The water was used for dust 
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control.  
https://news.azpm.org/p/azpmnews/2026/5/6/229644-project-blue-developers-
improperly-used-tucson-water-city-has-shut-it-off/ 
 
Data crunch: Planning Commission hears proposals for new data center 
zoning code 
https://www.kgun9.com/news/community-inspired-journalism/midtown-news/data-
crunch-planning-commission-hears-proposals-for-new-data-center-zoning-code 
 
Tucson City Council takes symbolic stand against proposed ICE facility in 
Marana 
https://www.kgun9.com/news/community-inspired-journalism/marana/tucson-city-
council-takes-symbolic-stand-against-proposed-ice-facility-in-marana 
 
Watch Now: Adelita Grijalva, Regina Romero condemn Tom Homan’s threat 
to flood noncooperative cities with ICE 
https://www.kgun9.com/news/local-news/watch-now-adelita-grijalva-regina-romero-
condemn-tom-homans-threat-to-flood-noncooperative-cities-with-ice 
 
 
5. Other news 
 
A data center drained 30M gallons of water unnoticed — until residents 
complained about low water pressure 
Residents in Fayetteville, Georgia, noticed low water pressure last year. The utility 
discovered two unaccounted-for water connections at one of the nation’s largest 
data center campuses. 
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/05/08/georgia-data-centers-water-
00909988?referrer=https://reddit.com 
 
New York Bars ICE Agents From Wearing Masks in Broad Immigration Deal 
State and local officials will also be prohibited from formally cooperating with 
Immigrations and Customs Enforcement under the agreement. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/07/nyregion/ice-masks-hochul-
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ny.html?unlocked_article_code=1.hFA.ECzc.DhoeBkvkULEe&smid=url-share 
 
In a Small Room on Capitol Hill, Survivors of Epstein Refuse to Be Ignored 
In a packed Capitol Hill room, survivors, family members of Virginia Giuffre and 
their allies demand accountability, systemic reform and an end to the silence that 
has long protected powerful perpetrators. 
https://msmagazine.com/2026/05/06/capitol-hill-round-table-epstein-survivors-
refuse-to-be-ignored/ 
 
Multiple women serving sentences for nonviolent crimes at the minimum 
security prison where Ghislaine Maxwell is now serving time were punished 
for speaking to reporters about the special treatment Maxwell receives. At 
least two women were transferred to higher security facilities as punishment. 
https://www.cnn.com/2026/05/07/us/video/ebof-mj-lee-ghislaine-exclusive-
maxwell-prison-special-treatment 
 
Meta is dying. It's about time. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/08/opinion/meta-facebook-
zuckerberg.html?unlocked_article_code=1.g1A.wEAZ.X-
sRtLc42s03&smid=nytcore-ios-share 
 
Hawaii Just Killed Citizens United and More Great News That Ruined 
Trump’s Weekend 
A grieving son rewrote the law. Small businesses beat Trump’s tariffs in court. And 
Denver told the DOJ to go to hell. 
https://www.dworkinsubstack.com/p/hawaii-just-killed-citizens-
united?r=6ih6g4&triedRedirect=true 
 
‘The power of truth:’ How high school students reported on the ICE surge in 
their front yard  
(Roosevelt High School in Minneapolis) 
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2026/05/08/how-roosevelt-high-school-students-
reported-on-the-ice-surge-in-minneapolis 
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Lessons in resistance for the scientific community 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWNDMwimUP0 
 
Inside Trump's head 
Trump's Truth Social lays bare narrow obsessions of an extremely online 
president 
May 8, 2026 
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/08/nx-s1-5749358/trump-truth-social-online-posts-
iran-white-house-ballroom 
 
How Immigrant Organizing Flipped Nixon’s Hometown 
The California city of Whittier swung to Democrats this spring, spurred by ICE raids 
and by anger toward election rules that long dampened turnout among Latinos and 
kept them out of city government. 
Pascal Sabino May 7, 2026  
https://boltsmag.org/california-immigrant-organizing-and-elections-in-whittier/ 
 
F.D.A. Blocked Publication of Research Finding Covid and Shingles 
Vaccines Were Safe 
The agency’s scientists and data contractors reviewed millions of patient records 
for studies that were pulled back before release. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/05/us/politics/fda-covid-vaccine-
studies.html?unlocked_article_code=1.gFA.2vY0.Z8S4tKwpIUrE&smid=nytcore-
ios-share 
 
The Trial of the Penis Grandma 
Fairhope has a reputation for grace and good sense. So how did a simple No 
Kings protest end with a Southern grandma facing jail time? 
4 May 2026 
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2026/05/trump-no-kings-alabama-penis-
grandma-trial-protest.html 
 
ICE agents storm Disney cruise docked in California and arrest multiple staff 
in front of passengers: reports 
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Crew members were still wearing their Disney uniforms when they were escorted 
away from the boat with their hands zip-tied behind their backs, reports say 
6 May 2026 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/ice-agents-disney-cruise-san-
diego-b2971807.html 
 
Report shows banned non-fiction books doubled over last school year in US 
New PEN America report analysed 3,743 unique titles removed from libraries and 
classrooms and found books about activism and social movements were targeted 
7 May 2026 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2026/may/07/banned-non-fiction-books-
doubles 
 
In a Small Iowa Town, a Solution to a National Crisis 
As the Trump administration guts weather agencies, a state’s low-cost flood 
tracking system offers a model for responding to deadly inundations. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/01/opinion/iowa-flood-warning-system-
america.html 
 
Other news: The illegal Iran war 
 
Hope out of chaos: how the dark era of Trump is creating a new approach to 
global politics 
2 May 2026 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/may/02/dark-era-trump-creating-new-
approach-global-politics 
 
Trump shelved ‘Project Freedom’ after Saudis refused use of bases and 
airspace 
Riyadh told White House it would deny access for operation to provide tankers 
military escort through strait of Hormuz 
7 May 2026 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/may/07/trump-project-freedom-saudi-
arabia-strait-of-hormuz 
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Trump’s tantrums over Nato are prompting European leaders to think the 
unthinkable 
Europeans must urgently seek to close their security gaps in case Russia attacks – 
and the US refuses to defend its allies 
7 May 2026 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/may/07/trump-nato-european-
leaders-russia-attacks-us-allies 
 
Another day, another pivot as Trump flails in an Iran trap of his own making 
Julian Borger in Jerusalem 
6 May 2026 
Latest proposal, derided by Tehran as a ‘wishlist’, could yet be a way out – but with 
5,000 dead, it comes at an awful price 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/may/06/another-day-another-pivot-as-
trump-flails-in-an-iran-trap-of-his-own-making 
 
Operation Epic Fury, Meet Operation Colossal Blunder 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/04/opinion/iran-us-israel-war-drones-strait-of-
hormuz.html?unlocked_article_code=1.glA.ppgi.7yZcHPW5AZKp&smid=url-share 
 
Iran has hit far more U.S. military assets than reported, satellite images show 
6 May 2026 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2026/05/06/iran-us-bases-satellite-
images/ 
[I don't have an account so I can't get you a copy of this] 
unpaywalled version 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/iran-has-hit-far-more-us-military-assets-
than-reported-satellite-images-show/ar-AA22v8AF 
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That's the crop for this week! Stay strong democracy warriors!! 
 
-- Margrit of ITAA 
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