Indivisible Tucson Announcements
Apr 19, 2026

Quotes of the Week:

“I think it's very, very important for the Pope to be careful when he talks about
matters of theology.”
- JD Vance

"Jesus told us, blessed are the peacemakers. But woe to those who manipulate
religion and the very name of God for their own military, economic, or political gain,
dragging that which is sacred into darkness and filth."

- Pope Leo XIV

A comment on the above on Bluesky: "I'm not Catholic, but am definitely on team
Pope."
- @deborahinohio.bsky.social
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. May 4 upcoming ITAA Monthly General Meeting

Next ITAA meeting: Mon May 4, 4PM

The May speakers are Secretary of State Adrian Fontes, and Pima County
Recorder Gabriella Cazares-Kelly. Election protection topics will be
discussed!

You are invited to a Zoom meeting.

When: May 4, 2026 04:00 PM Arizona

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/m9L8rJXfR-iXgpWvaODNOg

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the meeting.

Arizona Secretary of State Adrian Fontes:
https://azsos.gov/adrian-fontes

Range of Years Served : 2023 - Current
Party: Democrat
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In 2022, Adrian Fontes was elected as Arizona's 21st Secretary of State. Secretary
Fontes is a proud Arizona native, an honorable veteran of the United States Marine
Corps, and the father of three daughters, who has spent a lifetime fighting for
justice and defending our Democracy. As Recorder, Secretary Fontes
revolutionized the election system by ensuring that every eligible Arizonan had the
access they needed to vote. Adrian enhanced ballot tracking technology and
increased process transparency, winning recognition and awards from election
organizations across the country. Secretary Fontes is committed to preserving
integrity in our elections, making voting easier for registered voters, and ensuring
that Arizona’s business community has a non-partisan partner in the Secretary’s
office.

Pima County Recorder Gabriella Cazares-Kelly
https://www.recorder.pima.gov/recorderhome



https://www.recorder.pima.gov/recorderhome

Gabriella Cazares-Kelly (she/her) is the Pima County Recorder, taking office in
January 2021. She leads an office that oversees voter registration, early voting,
and document recording for the county. She is a proud, union-dues-paying, former
#RedForEd public school educator and community organizer. She is one of four
women who co-founded Indivisible Tohono, a grassroots, community organization
that provides opportunities for education and civic engagement for members of her
tribe, the Tohono O’odham Nation. She was inspired to run for office after
encountering many systemic barriers preventing people from simply getting
registered to vote. She lives with her husband, Ryan, and their two children, who
are now voting age. She is the first Native American to hold an elected Pima
County office and one of only four Native Americans to ever hold a county-level
office in Arizona. @GabriellaCKelly @PimaRecorder

2. Local Events

Take Action Tucson Calendar: https://www.takeactiontucson.org/

Sat Apr 25, 8-10AM


https://www.takeactiontucson.org/

Stand Strong Speak Up Protest

Rep. Ciscomani's Office

1636 N Swan Road

Tucson, AZ 85712

Organizer: LD 18 Dems

Stand Strong Speak Up outside Rep. Ciscomani's office, every Saturday at
8am unless otherwise noted.

Canned food will be collected for the Community Food Bank at this protest.

Apr 25 Communities Not Cages - Green Valley - 8-9 AM
National Day of Action to Stop ICE Warehouse Detention
https://www.mobilize.us/wethepeoplerindivisible/event/936577/

Apr 25 Communities Not Cages - Tucson - 8-10 AM
National Day of Action to Stop ICE Warehouse Detention
https://www.mobilize.us/disappearedinamerica/event/936622/

ABOUT Communities Not Cages National Day of Action (Apr 25)
From Indivisible National:

The Department of Homeland Security has been quietly converting warehouses
into industrial detention camps to hold and disappear our immigrant neighbors and
community members. The decision to target vulnerable groups and warehouse
human beings comes straight out of the authoritarian playbook.

Trump’s mass detention agenda is cruel, inhumane, and a threat to all of our
rights -- and Indivisible is fighting back.

On April 25, we’re joining with coalition leaders from the Detention Watch
Network and Disappeared in America for a nationwide day of action.

Immigrant-led organizations and local activists have been opposing detention
expansion for years -- and there are already significant wins in this fight. By the
latest count, local activists have stopped 13 proposed warehouse conversions
across the country.

But many more warehouses are being proposed -- and there’s a lot more work to
do. Together, we can block more sites from being built. We can hold DHS
accountable for what’s happening at existing facilities. We can make Trump’s
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detention agenda too politically toxic to sustain. But this only works if we all play
our part.

The Communities Not Cages Day of Action is about building a nationwide,
coordinated effort to oppose the Trump regime’s mass detention agenda.
Together, we'll:

« Show visible, public opposition to ICE detention expansion. DHS has
been hoping it can quietly expand detention capacity and warehouse human
beings without the public hearing about it. It’s up to us to raise the alarm,
and mobilize our communities in opposition.

« Demand that our elected officials join the fight. We need our local
electeds to use every tool they have to disrupt the conversion and
construction of detention camps in our communities. They must reject any
public funding, permits, or resources that enable detention expansion.

« Build connections with other activists in your community. There may
be groups in your area who are already engaged in this work and can help
you plug in. If not, you probably have neighbors who are just as concerned
as you and are also looking for ways to take action. April 25 is your chance
to find those connections and build the resistance in your community.

May 1: Tucson May Day 2026: Workers Over Billionaires - Jacome Plaza
downtown
https://www.mobilize.us/mayday/event/917543/

May 1: [Tucson, AZ] May Day 2026: Workers Over Billionaires - UA Mall
https://www.mobilize.us/mayday/event/935021/

ABOUT Mayday National Day of Action

Local opinion: Shut It down? Tucson can lead this May Day

Jim Driscoll Special to the Arizona Daily Star
https://tucson.com/opinion/column/article 464e7d5f-22a3-488e-93b2-
a481af29df83.html

https://archive.is/lUaQnK
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3. Local News

Pima County judge tosses lawsuit over Project Blue data center rezoning
Opponents say county misled residents on rezoning of nearly 300 acres, appeal
likely.
https://news.azpm.org/p/azpmnews/2026/4/13/229275-pima-county-judge-tosses-
lawsuit-over-project-blue-data-center-rezoning/

Your State-by-State Guide to Every State Supreme Court

Bolts breaks down the structure, selection procedures, and functions of each
state’s highest court.
https://boltsmag.org/whats-on-the-ballot/state-supreme-courts/

ARIZONA:

Size of the court: The court has seven members. The state constitution requires
at least five members but allows a law to set the exact number. Republicans raised
the number from five to seven in 2016.

Judicial elections: Arizona holds retention elections once a justice is already on
the court.

Partisan status: Justices are not formally affiliated to parties as part of their
selection.

Current composition: As of August 2023, all sitting justices were chosen by a
Republican governor. On paper the governor faces some constraints, but the
state’s most recent GOP governor, Doug Ducey, succeeded in shifting the court to
the right and selected Republicans to join the court. One Democratic-appointed
justice joined the court in February 2025.

Surprise inspection finds ICE stuffing migrants ‘like sardines’ into a facility
with no bed, showers

The unannounced oversight visit came hours after the Arizona Mirror’s report
found 250 people in a space built for 157
https://azmirror.com/2026/04/10/ice-overcrowding-like-sardines-congressional-
oversight-arizona/

Judge blocks effort to disqualify Rep. Hernandez over campaign debts
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Plaintiffs have already started appealing to the Arizona Supreme Court.
https://news.azpm.org/p/azpmnews/2026/4/17/229367-judge-blocks-effort-to-
disqualify-rep-hernandez-over-campaign-debts/

Democratic challenger far outraised Ciscomani in early 2026

Both campaigns are funded primarily by large donors.
https://news.azpm.org/p/azpmnews/2026/4/16/229331-democratic-challenger-far-
outraised-ciscomani-in-early-2026/

Sen. Kelly campaign funds skyrocketed after feud with Trump administration
The Arizona Democrat’s campaign brought in almost $13 million in the first three
months of 2026.
https://news.azpm.org/p/azpmnews/2026/4/15/229307-sen-kelly-campaign-funds-
skyrocketed-after-feud-with-trump-administration/

One Wall is Not Enough!!

'It's the folks from DC that are invading': Pushback over an Arizona border
wall

A second wall would cut through Indigenous sites and the only surface water for
hundreds of miles
https://www.sfgate.com/national-parks/article/arizona-border-wall-22198498.php
Second wall planned across Arizona as Trump administration doubles down
on border

https://tucson.com/news/local/subscriber/article 0f328a93-74{1-4d72-9643-
120a00c20321.html#tracking-source=home-the-latest

Southernmost mile of historic Arizona Trail closes for border wall
construction

Hundreds of hikers walk the 800-mile trail each year. Now, its final southern stretch
will be off-limits.
https://news.azpm.org/p/azpmnews/2026/4/17/229370-southernmost-mile-of-
historic-arizona-trail-closes-for-border-wall-construction/
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4. Election Protection

Election News: Protecting the Vote:

League of Women Voters of Arizona - Protecting the Vote
https://lIwvaz.org/content.aspx?page id=22&club id=666348&module id=685301
Protecting the Vote

Volunteer as an Election Protection Monitor: Join the League of Women
Voters of Arizona in partnership with the Election Protection Arizona coalition to
champion voter rights and ensure a fair electoral process. Volunteers receive
comprehensive training and engage in various roles, including monitoring
polling locations and assisting in control centers on Election Day to address
and resolve issues as they arise. Your participation is crucial in safeguarding the
integrity of elections and educating voters about their rights.
Support League Litigation Efforts to Defend Voting Rights: Your vigilance is our
strength! Keep an eye out for any irregularities or threats to voting rights and
report them to us at lwvazadvocacy @gmail.com. As the community's watchdogs,
your observations are invaluable, supporting our litigation efforts to protect and
preserve the democratic process. Together, we can ensure that every vote is
counted and every voice is heard.

Brennan Center

The Fight to Protect the Midterms

The president has a plan. So do we.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/fight-protect-midterms

Inside Trump’s Effort to “Take Over” the Midterm Elections
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-midterm-elections-takeover
Reporting Highlights

Safeguards Destroyed: In advance of this year’s midterm elections, President
Donald Trump has systematically demolished federal guardrails that prevented him
from overturning the 2020 election.

Changing of Guard: At least 75 career staff are gone. Two dozen appointees,
including many from the election denial movement, have been hired. Ten helped
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try to overturn the 2020 vote.

Political Interference: Once-fringe actors now have access to vast powers, which
they’ve already used to push forward unprecedented actions that critics say
amount to partisan interference.

These highlights were written by the reporters and editors who worked on this
story. [i.e., not by All]

4 big takeaways from key federal election commission’s annual meetings
https://www.democracydocket.com/analysis/4-big-takeaways-from-key-federal-
election-commissions-annual-meetings/

1. Local officials wary of pending SCOTUS decision

2. ‘ERIC by the Feds’ alarms

3. ‘l don’t want to talk’

4. Blocking the experts

5. Boycott & Build message

Move your money in preparation for May 1st

Why wait for May 1st to take action? April is Move Your Money month.
https://dontbuyittucson.substack.com/p/move-your-money-in-preparation-
for?utm_source=post-email-

title&publication id=6674562&post id=194084372&utm campaign=email-post-
title&isFreemail=true&r=185mqg&triedRedirect=true&utm medium=email

Where you bank really does matter.

If you are still using one of the big national banks, it really is time to move your
money. A number of organizations are calling on all of us to send a loud message
that “we the people” have the power. They are calling on us to take action on May
1st by staying home from work, school, not shopping, etc. Why wait for May 1st?

6. Team Unseat Ciscomani

This week I'm providing the full Unseat Ciscomani Team weekly
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newsletter as a pdf! Download the pdf for the FULL report!

Here are some excerpts from the newsletter:

Our team is over 135 members strong and welcomes your participation!

If you want to help, contact:
Ken Minkoff at kminkov@aol.com.

All you need is willingness to act. We will help you find the right actions to take!

Check on our webpage https://www.indivisibletucson.org/ciscomani.html

CHECK OUR WEBSITE AT HTTPS://JUANLIES.COM

Please share the link everywhere you can, so we can disseminate the truth about
Juan.

FOCUS FOR THIS WEEK

This Saturday (April 25) is a National Day of Protest against ICE

prisons. Ciscomani voted for tax cuts to billionaires to get money to fund ICE,
including funding a new ICE prison in Marana.

But he won’t get out in public to discuss his decision, and face his constituents.

The Saturday AM protest at Ciscomani’s office on April 25 will focus on
messaging about Ciscomani’s connection to locking people up in his district. Come
and bring signs that make it clear that Juan is responsible for funding masked
thugs to lock up people without due process.

ITAA HAS ENDORSED JOANNA MENDOZA AS THE DEMOCRATIC
CANDIDATE TO DEFEAT CISCOMANI, HELP FLIP CONTROL OF THE HOUSE
AND RESTORE ACCOUNTABILITY IN OUR DEMOCRACY.

MENDOZA’S CAMPAIGN OFFICE OPENED OFFICIALLY ON SUNDAY (4/19)
AT 5931 N. ORACLE RD, STE 201. Stop by to say hello and (if you can) offer to
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help. The Campaign will be starting door knocking all around the area this coming
week and need all the volunteers they can find. Contact
Claire@joannamendoza.com

Opportunities For Collaboration and Action:

e Lit Drop and Canvassing

« MAGA Shave

e Writing and Social Media

e Local Events

« CD6 Collaboration

« Spanish Language Content

Membership: Our team welcomes members from anywhere in Southern Arizona.
Anyone who might be interested in joining our activities (above) or email group(s),
and/or participating in our weekly meetings (Fridays 3-4)
Contact Team Leader Ken Minkoff at kminkov@aol.com

AND JUST AS A REMINDER FOR EVERYONE, PLEASE BE AWARE OF THE
FOLLOWING:

A. MAGA-SHAVE VIDEO — Must see! We videotaped our mobile MAGA-Shave
demonstration, Watch the video

here: https://vimeo.com/1162704544 ?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci

We will be continuing these types of demonstrations at different locations
throughout our district all through 2026. Please sign up for one of our slots on
Mobilize. It’s a lot of fun!

B. WE NEED YOU!!l Join the Weekly Saturday (8-10:00) Demonstrations at

Ciscomani’s Office: 1636 Swan Rd, Tucson. Our team will be tabling regularly at
these protests and would love you to come and say hello. There will be a sign-up

sheet on our table if you want to join our team.

Additional Ciscomani-related info (not from the newsletter):
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It Can Happen Here, Too—In November!

And here’s how you can play an important part
https://statuskuo.substack.com/p/it-can-happen-here-tooin-
november?utm campaign=post-expanded-

share&utm medium=post%20viewer&triedRedirect=true

Green Valley News: From the Editor: Ciscomani is ignoring a world on fire
https://www.gvnews.com/free access/from-the-editor-ciscomani-is-ignoring-a-
world-on-fire/article c6ad0d9b-6f9c-4938-8b5d-abe3ba08e89d.himl

7. News

ICE AND IMMIGRATION

Trump’s mass deportation plan has broken the quiet of small US towns: ‘We
have to take care of each other’

Immigration agents have spread into rural western Wisconsin, taking dozens of
people from towns in more politically conservative areas

Apr 5, 2026
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2026/apr/05/trump-
deportation-rural-towns-wisconsin

Caught in the Crackdown: As Arrests at Anti-ICE Protests Piled Up,
Prosecutions Crumbled
https://www.propublica.org/article/caught-in-crackdown-ice-cbp-doj-trump-arrests-
convictions

The Big Unanswered Question about the Tracking of ICE Observers
https://time.com/article/2026/04/11/unanswered-question-about-tracking-ICE-
observers/

How Trump Purged Immigration Judges to Speed Up Deportations
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Judges are ordering an unprecedented number of people deported after coming
under significant pressure from the administration to do so or risk losing their jobs.
Apr 9, 2026
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/09/us/politics/trump-miller-immigration-judges-
purge.html?unlocked article code=1.cFA.d1rT.PPhbSlaUz69n&smid=url-share

THE POPE

In Leo, Trump Faces a Different Kind of Papal Opponent

Unlike his predecessor, Pope Leo XIV enjoys growing support from a broad swath
of conservative Catholics.
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/14/us/politics/trump-pope-

leo.html?unlocked article code=1.cFA.S4CIl.Y1T6RbljCMY4&smid=url-share

Popes have spoken out on politics before. But with Trump and Pope Leo it's
different
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/15/nx-s1-5779690/pope-leo-donald-trump-war-iran-
vance-history?utm_source=firefox-newtab-en-us

Pope says ‘world is being ravaged by a handful of tyrants’ amid feud with
Trump’s White House

Pontiff denounces leaders who invoke religion to justify war, after US bishops offer
him support after Vance remarks
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/16/pope-leo-xiv-tyrants-trump-spat

‘Popesplaining’ Vance out of depth in argument over whether Iran is a just
war

Peter Beaumont

Senior international correspondent

Trump administration has riled head of Catholic church over use of theology to
justify conflict in Iran
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/17/pope-jd-vance-row-iran-just-war

OTHER
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Orban’s defeat holds lessons for US: ‘Autocrats may rise, but are not
invincible’

Stunning loss of rightwing populist in Hungary carries symbolic significance for
opponents of Donald Trump
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/apr/13/viktor-orban-defeat-lessons-

trump

Politics News Site NOTUS to Become ‘The Star’

The Washington publication is rebranding as it expands its local news and sports
coverage in the wake of substantial layoffs at The Washington Post.
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/16/business/media/notus-news-to-become-the-
star.html?smid=url-share

NOTUS, a Washington political news website with ambitious plans to fill a void it
says was left by deep cuts at The Washington Post, will be renamed The Star and
relaunch in the first week of June, the editor in chief, Tim Grieve, said on Thursday.

NOTUS started in 2023 as a publication tied to the Allbritton Journalism Institute,
a nonprofit that trains young political journalists. Its name stands for News of the
United States, a play on the nickname for the President of the United States. It was
created with a $20 million grant from Robert Allbritton, the billionaire co-founder of
Politico.

In February, The Post abruptly laid off more than 300 of its 800 journalists,
sharply reduced its metro section and shut down its local sports coverage. After
those moves, the leaders of NOTUS decided to accelerate their expansion plans in
Washington.

The publication will soon cover local news and local sports, Mr. Grieve said. The
publication will also increase its coverage of Congress and the White House. The
newsroom, which had about 45 people at the beginning of the year, will probably
more than double to 95 journalists by the end of the year.

BEFORE THE STRAIT WAS CLOSED AGAIN

Ann Coulter mocks Trump reopening the strait: ‘Everybody pretend this is a
huge victory’
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/palitics/ann-coulter-mocks-trump-reopening-the-
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Maine lawmakers pass nation’s first statewide ban on large data centers

The measure would halt the creation of new data centers that draw more than 20
megawatts of power until fall 2027 and establish a mechanism to study their impact
on the electrical grid.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2026/04/14/maine-bans-data-centers/
[Margrit says: | don't have an account so | can't get an unlocked article]

Trump believes diet soda kills cancer cells, Dr Oz reveals

Physicians issue reminder to public after TV doctor and CMS chief relays
president’s claim on Don Jr podcast
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/apr/15/trump-diet-coke-soda-Kkills-
cancer

Trump’s Erratic Behavior and Extreme Comments Revive Mental Health
Debate

As the president threatens to wipe out Iran and attacks the pope, even some
former allies and advisers are questioning whether he has grown increasingly
unbalanced, describing him as “lunatic” and “clearly insane.”

Apr 13, 2026
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/13/us/politics/trump-mental-fitness-25th-
amendment.html?unlocked article code=1.a1A.Gx O.NEhK607pzJ7Y &smid=url-
share

Two Trump moves last week could kill off future accountability for his deeds
The Trump ‘library’ and an attack on the Presidential Records Act have more in
common than it might seem

Apr 7, 2026
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/apr/07/trump-accountability-
presidential-library-miami-records-act

Student Hit by Projectile During ‘No Kings’ Protest Lost an Eye, Lawyer Says
The student, Tucker Collins, 18, was observing demonstrators in Los Angeles
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when he was struck, the lawyer said.

Apr 9, 2026
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/09/us/usc-student-loses-eye-no-kings-
protest.html?unlocked article code=1.cFA.-wYf.y5PI4z6PiFk2&smid=url-share

Traders placed over $1bn in perfectly timed bets on the Iran war. What is
going on?
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/18/iran-war-bets-ethics-concerns

Jet fuel supplies are sharply affected by the near-closure of the Strait of
Hormuz
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/15/nx-s1-5783973/jet-fuel-supplies-are-sharply-
affected-by-the-near-closure-of-the-strait-of-hormuz

Europe could run out of jet fuel in 6 weeks, IEA warns
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/04/16/europe-jet-fuel-shortage-6-weeks-iea.html

Grijalva to RFK Jr: "You apparently once cut the penis off a roadkill raccoon"
https://bsky.app/profile/atrupar.com/post/3mjpbfnilh42|

The Inside Story of Five Days That Remade the Supreme Court

Secret memos obtained by The New York Times illuminate the origins of the
court’s now-routine “shadow docket” rulings on presidential power.

By Jodi Kantor and Adam Liptak
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/18/us/politics/supreme-court-shadow-
docket.html

SCOTUS Hit by Bombshell Leak of Secret ‘Shadow Docket’ Memos

The Supreme Court has increasingly relied on ruling on high-stakes policy through
the “shadow docket.”
https://www.thedailybeast.com/scotus-hit-by-bombshell-leak-of-secret-shadow-
docket-memos/
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8. Humor

Ghost of Pope Francis to Viktor Orban: “I Warned You Not to Let Vance Near
You”

Andy Borowitz
https://www.borowitzreport.com/p/ghost-of-pope-francis-to-viktor-
orban?utm_source=post-email-

title&publication id=2337656&post id=194001736&utm campaign=email-post-
title&isFreemail=true&r=co90j&triedRedirect=true&utm medium=email

Apr 12, 2026

BUDAPEST (The Borowitz Report)—In the immediate aftermath of his stunning
defeat on Sunday, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban received a visitation
from the ghost of Pope Francis, who tore into him for meeting with JD Vance. I
warned you not to let that monster near you,” the late pontiff said. “What kind of
idiot are you?” At the White House, press secretary Karoline Leavitt offered no
comment on the Hungarian election, but said that going forward Vance would
participate in Cabinet meetings from a remote location only.
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