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Act locally
The economies of other major 

cities in Arizona are experienc-
ing significant growth, but our 
region’s economy has been stag-
nant for years. A very simple but 
important thing voters can do to 
boost our economy is to vote for 
the renewal of the RTA projects. 
Propositions 418 and 419 will 
fund long-term transportation 
and infrastructure projects and 
create jobs.

Most letters to the editor 
focus on national issues. But we 
have much more power to affect 
change locally than we do in 
Washington, D.C. Estimates are 
that renewal of RTA will gen-
erate 48,000 jobs over the next 
20 years. These include jobs in 
construction, engineering, and 
support positions that will trigger 
positive ripple effects beyond the 
jobs themselves. We can’t expect 
investment in our region and 
subsequent economic growth if 
we don’t improve and expand our 
infrastructure.

Opine all you like about 
national issues and leaders, but 
recognize the most impactful 
action for Pima County’s future is 
a Yes vote on Props 418 and 419.

JJ Sparrow
Northeast side

Submit your application
Want to be the next George 

Floyd? All you have to do is 
commit “suicide by cop” for 
your very important cause. We 
have plenty of whackos popping 
off at schools, churches, syna-
gogues and other soft targets, 
but their fame is fleeting, and no 
Democrats are kneeling before 
their gold coffins in the Capitol 
Rotunda.

There is one problem: Someone 
named Renee Good, who was 
unknown until a week ago, has the 
inside track for pontification. The 
good news is that facts may show 
she was too much an aggressor 
and less a victim, so you may still 
have this chance to go down in 
history. Just provoke, threaten 
and then impede federal police 
from carrying out their lawful 
duties and hope for the best. Any 
cop will do, but ICE is preferred. 
Sorry, I won’t be attending your 
funeral.

And yes, folks, this is satire.
Jeffrey McConnell

West side

Ciscomani the puppet
Compare Rep. Ciscomani to 

Senators Gallego and Kelly for 
standing up for Arizonans. Cis-
comani voted against 435,000 
Arizonans extending ACA subsi-
dies. He supports Trump breaking 
international and national laws, 
voting against the War Powers 
Act. Trump says he can do any-
thing, curbed only by his morality. 
Ha! Crony corruption? Stalled 
Epstein files? Such a farce. But 

Ciscomani didn’t sign the petition 
discharge for the Epstein files.

Where does he stand on ICE 
murdering a U.S. citizen? Silence. 
Ciscomani, an immigrant, answer 
me this: Why aren’t you working 
to pass decent, humane immi-
gration laws? Are you forgetting 
what brought your family here?

Senator Gallego hasn’t for-
gotten. Nor has Kelly forgotten 
integrity. Senators helped extend 
healthcare support. They’ve 
lashed out against Trump’s law-
breaking. They demanded release 
of the Epstein files. Gallego has a 
cogent, detailed plan for immi-
gration reform. Look at his web-
site. Read the plan. Immigration 
is Congress’ responsibility. We 
need to actively support Gallego’s 
excellent plan, Kelly’s integrity, 
and oppose puppet Ciscomani.

Nancy Jacques
Northeast side

Cost overrides
The Star’s revealing article 

regarding the Department of Jus-
tice’s (criminal?) lawsuit against 
the Money Man and the Federal 
Reserve, and the subsequent 
whining for rate cuts. This move 
will actually escalate “borrowing 
costs for mortgages.

Historical background: FRB 
headquarters were built between 
1935 and 1937. While asbestos and 
lead pipes are contained within, 

(our President wouldn’t be both-
ered if this was the case at Mar-
a-Lago), there is still obsolete 
plumbing, electrical and HVAC 
dating back to the ‘30s.

Any overrides could be 
attributed to the fact that Trump 
appointees are pushing for mar-
ble details. Sounds familiar ... 
armrests?

The price has gone from $1.9B 
to $2.5B, but Fox News, of course, 
claims it will be $3.1B. All this 
without 5” thick blast-resistant 
windows.

A final word of caution: Presi-
dent Erdogan of Turkey meddled 
with the interest rates of his Cen-
tral Bank. Inflation in ’25 before: 
10%. Inflation after: 85%.

Thomas J. Plesniak
Midtown

King of chaos
Every morning, I wonder 

what new outrageous chaos is 
unfolding, thanks to POTUS. 
This constant barrage of chaotic 
events is very effective in taking 
the spotlight off Trump’s role in 
the Epstein scandal. Such irony 
— Trump vowing to protect and 
help Iranian protestors as he 
unleashes his violent ICE opera-
tives on Americans! He condones 
ICE violence and blatantly lied 
about the murder of a Minnesota 
woman by ICE. He’s waging war 
on the American people. He has 

the world in chaos. If you disagree 
with him or dare to protest, you’re 
a radical left-wing terrorist. 
What do Trump supporters tell 
themselves to justify the actions 
and behavior of this demented 
disgrace? Behold him flipping off 
a factory worker who had the guts 
to shout out to this dangerous, 
humiliating embarrassment of a 
“leader.” Trump is hands down 
the worst, most classless, most 
damaging president in history. 
He’s single-handedly destroyed 
a once-great nation. Trump vot-
ers, may your kids, grandkids and 
great-grandkids enjoy the spoils.

Deb Klumpp
Oro Valley

ICE/Immigration
In response to Karen’s letter, 

you’re correct that the wrong 
needs to be acknowledged before 
we can move forward. Why can’t 
Democrats accept the truth?

In Minnesota, Ms. Good 
knowingly and willingly used her 
“agitator training” to put her-
self in a dangerous position. It is 
against the law to interfere with 
ICE activities, no matter what 
your beliefs. The agents are only 
following the laws on the books. 
If you don’t like the immigration 
laws, take action to change the 
law.

By following agents, trying to 
use her vehicle to block, chanting, 

whistling, throwing frozen bot-
tles— these are not the actions of 
a peaceful protester.

Ms Good obstructed to such a 
degree that the officers wanted to 
arrest he,r but then she decided to 
drive away, nearly plowing down 
an agent who unfortunately tried 
to protect himself. Yes, she was 
in the wrong place at the wrong 
time, but that was her fault and 
hers alone.

Debra Berthelot
Marana

Arizona Rangers
Your recent editorial raises an 

important point about the Ari-
zona Rangers. The real question 
facing the organization is not 
whether the allegations are true in 
every detail, but whether current 
leadership decisions strengthen 
or weaken the long-term credibil-
ity and sustainability of the insti-
tution. As a 501©(3), the Rangers 
are obligated to prioritize mission, 
fiduciary responsibility, and orga-
nizational integrity.

The volunteers are not the 
issue. Most Rangers joined to 
serve their communities, not to 
navigate litigation, legislative 
scrutiny, or internal controversy. 
The current crisis stems from 
leadership choices and the Board’s 
response to valid concerns raised 
by Rangers, former command-
ers, law enforcement partners, 
and now the Legislature through 
SB1071. Resignation or temporary 
withdrawal from leadership is not 
an admission of wrongdoing; it 
is a recognition that the mission 
must come before any individual 
title.

Bryan Keenan
West side

Fear driving to grocery 
store

Today, on my way to the gro-
cery store, a car was stopped 
in the middle lane. There were 
two police cars behind it with 
flashing lights. I had to pass by 
the driver’s side door just as a 
police officer was approaching. 
I realized I was afraid. What if 
someone panicked and a gun 
was fired? Would I be shot? I’m 
a 75-year-old woman, and I’ve 
never had a thought or feeling 
like that before. This is not the 
country I grew up in, and I’m 
guessing it’s not the country you 
grew up in either. If you want 
to see our country return to the 
moral foundation and rule of 
law that made us truly special 
(purposely not using the word 
“great”), start by signing a nomi-
nating petition for any Democrat 
or other non-MAGA candidate 
running for office in Arizona. 
You can do it right from home by 
googling “How To Sign a Candi-
date’s E-Qual Petition.”

Thea Chalow
Oro Valley
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The following is the opinion and 
analysis of the writer:

W e know that Donald J. 
Trump will utilize legal, 
illegal and even violent 

means to stay in power. In 2020, 
he tried to use fake electors. On 
Jan. 6, 2021, he incited a mob to 

attack Congress 
in an attempt to 
delay the certifi-
cation of election 
results. He failed, 
particularly in 
court, where all 
of his 62 election 
cases arguing 
fraud were dis-
missed, except 
one minor case.

Trump knows if he loses the 
midterm elections this coming 
November, his march towards 
authoritarianism will be stymied. 
Even more important to him, he 
will likely be impeached by the 
House. Should the Democrats 
win both chambers, he will be 
removed from office. There-
fore, he will use every means to 
rig the midterms in his favor. 

Note: if Trump invokes the 1792 
Insurrection Act, it does not 
legally prevent the election from 
happening.

Trump started by intimidating 
prominent law firms involved in 
cases upholding voting rights, 
by threatening to prohibit the 
federal government from hiring 
them. Nine unprincipled major 
law firms capitulated and did 
not fight. Their partners placed 
personal wealth above helping to 
preserve the integrity of our elec-
tions. Those firms have agreed to 
do nearly a billion dollars of pro 
bono work for causes that Trump 
approves. Extortion. Other law 
firms, who did fight, won.

Trump then promoted 
mid-census (very rare) congres-
sional redistricting in Red States, 
like Texas, to gain more House 
seats for Republicans. Gerry-
mandering is a more accurate 
word. Predominantly black and 
brown districts were particularly 
targeted.

Through an Executive Order, 
Trump attempted to impose the 
requirement that those wanting 

to register to vote must show 
proof of citizenship with a pass-
port or similar document. He 
has no authority to make such a 
requirement. Registration and 
elections are run by the States 
according to the U.S. Constitu-
tion. Research has shown that 
voter fraud is basically non-exis-
tent. Yet, because Trump denied 
the 2020 election result, saying 
it was stolen with absolutely no 
proof, some States run by Repub-
licans are falling in line and mak-
ing it more difficult for people to 
register to vote.

Have you asked yourself why 
the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
is suing 23 States (all blue or 
purple) for their sensitive voter 
registration data? Trump wants 
to keep the big lie alive, since it 
is the cornerstone of the MAGA 
movement – denying that Trump 
lost in 2020. DOJ, previously the 
upholder of free and fair elec-
tions, is now a tool of Trump. 
It most likely would weaponize 
such data by finding ways to dis-
enfranchise segments of the vot-
ing population, suppress votes, 

spread lies and false information 
about the 2026 election, and use 
the data to litigate and delay the 
certification of election results.

Other initiatives that Trump 
and Republicans in Red States 
will likely attempt to undermine 
free and fair elections include: 
arguing to overturn the Voting 
Rights Act, seizing voting equip-
ment, making it harder to vote by 
stopping early voting and voting 
by mail, and prolonging wait 
times by reducing polling places 
in Democratic districts.

How do we combat Trump’s 
efforts to rig the 2026 midterms?

The U.S. District Courts and 
U.S. Courts of Appeal have sty-
mied Trump. But more lawyers 
are needed to join this fight. 
Retired lawyers and judges, law 
school deans and professors, law 
school students (to do important 
legal research) and law firms in 
general need to devote pro bono 
time to maintain our voting rights 
through initiatives in state Legis-
latures and state courts.

Republicans and independents, 
who voted for Trump and now 

are offended by his actions to 
undermine free and fair elections 
might consider, as Americans 
who believe in our democracy, 
that Trump no longer deserves 
their support.

Local activists must continue 
to expose and protest Trump-in-
spired actions that move our 
country away from democracy 
and toward autocracy, as well as 
actions that are damaging, if not 
cruel, to those among us who are 
particularly vulnerable.

Every concerned citizen needs 
to join nationally announced 
mass protests and boycotts to 
show strength in numbers. Every 
concerned citizen needs to help 
get out the vote by knocking on 
doors, leaving literature, donat-
ing, writing postcards, and then 
vote out of office those members 
of Congress who support a presi-
dent who rigs elections.

Phineas Anderson is a former 
federal administrator and school 
superintendent. He co-founded 
Democracy Unites Us with his wife 
Mitchell.

We believe our Southern Arizona 
community is the heart of the 
Arizona Daily Star’s Opinion section. 
While we offer opinion journalism 
from around the nation, our focus is 
on local authors and local issues.

We want to hear from you. 
Share your ideas, viewpoints, 
knowledge and suggestions by 
submitting a letter to the editor or 
a guest opinion column. We accept 
submissions through our online 
form at Tucson.com/opinion 
(Note: This is not an email 
address).

Letters to the editor: Letters 
can be up to 160 words long and 
must include your name. We publish 
almost every letter we receive 
(barring inappropriate language, 
slander, clear errors or personal 
attacks) at Tucson.com/opinion. We 
also select letters for publication in 
the newspaper. Due to the volume 
of letters, it may take a few days for 
a submitted letter to be published 
online or in print. You can submit 
letters here: tucne.ws/letters

Guest opinion columns: We 
accept submissions of 400-700 

words. They should focus on a 
topic of local importance; personal 
experience connected to a larger 
issue; or be written by a Southern 
Arizonan with specific knowledge on 
a timely matter. Your column should 
be factual and include your personal 
connection, experience and why this 
issue is important to you. You can 
submit guest opinions here: tucne.
ws/guest

For guest opinions and letters 
to the editor, list your sources in 
the ‘notes’ field of the submission 
form. Make sure they can be verified 

easily.
So what about the other columns 

you see on the Opinion pages?
Opinion columns: If you see a 

photo of the writer with their name, 
or a byline at the beginning of the 
column, what follows is that person’s 
point of view.

Syndicated opinion columns are 
drawn from national wire services. 
We have a rotation of regular 
columnists (for example, Megan 
McArdle and Catherine Rampell of 
the Washington Post) and we include 
others we find interesting.

Editorials are found on the left-
hand page with an ‘Arizona Daily 
Star Editorial’ label and ‘Our View’ 
in the headline. Editorials do not 
carry a byline and are the opinion 
of the Star’s Editorial Board, whose 
members’ names and titles appear 
every day near the top of the page.

Cartoons: We publish syndicated 
cartoons and local submissions. 
Send cartoons to staropinions@
tucson.com.

The Arizona Daily Star’s Opinion 
section operates independently from 
the news section.

TUCSON OPINION

Citizens must act to halt autocracy

PHINEAS 
ANDERSON


